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Dear Friends,

 

We write this together as the outgoing and the

incoming Executive Directors of the DC Volunteer

Lawyers Project. We are both excited about this

change and the progress that moving from a

founder’s organization represents. Together with

our Board of Directors, we believe this is the

perfect time to make this transition given the

strength of our organization and the talent and

expertise of our entire staff. We thank all of you—

our supporters—for helping us to become one of

the premier organizations providing pro bono

legal services in Washington, DC.

 

We continue to increase our impact representing

domestic violence survivors and at-risk children

each year. In addition to accepting over 500

cases for representation, we helped over 500

individuals at our walk-in clinics and at the

Domestic Violence Intake Center at DC Superior

Court. In 2018, we opened two new Family Legal

Clinics, one at the Commons at Stanton Square in

Anacostia, where we are co-located with

Community of Hope and Martha’s Table, and

another at Children’s Hospital. In Fall 2019, with a

two-year grant from the Equal Justice Works

Foundation, we opened a new clinic at DC

Superior Court to help victims obtain protection

orders against their abusers.

 

All of these new endeavors are helping us to

expand our reach and to ensure that anyone who is

living in dangerous circumstances has access to our

life-changing services. We are looking forward to

reaching more members of our community through

our new services, and we are grateful for your

continued support during this exciting time!

 

With gratitude,

 

 

 

 

 

Sara Tennen                          Karen Barker Marcou 

Executive Director                 Co-Founder 
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WHO WE ARE 
D C  V O L U N T E E R  L A W Y E R S  P R O J E C T ,  E S T .  2 0 0 8

OUR VISION IS A FUTURE WHERE THERE IS NO
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ALL VICTIMS AND 
AT-RISK CHILDREN LIVE IN SAFE AND STABLE HOMES.

We are passionate about improving the lives of domestic

violence survivors and at-risk children. Our small but experienced

staff recruit, train and support hundreds of dedicated volunteer

attorneys each year to handle emergency protection order,

custody and child support cases on behalf of victims, and serve

as court-appointed advocates for vulnerable children living with

abuse, neglect and other dangerous circumstances. 

We operate free walk-in clinics throughout the District so

domestic violence victims and caregivers of at-risk children

can access free legal services on a wide range of issues,

social service referrals, crisis support, and safety planning.



DCVLP SERVICE
LOCATIONS

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE &

FAMILY LEGAL CLINIC

CHILDREN'S NATIONAL

MEDICAL CENTER

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

PROTECTION ORDER CLINIC

DC SUPERIOR COURT

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE &

FAMILY LEGAL CLINIC

WESTMINSTER 

PRESBY. CHURCH

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE &

FAMILY LEGAL CLINIC

THE COMMONS AT STANTON

SQUARE, ANACOSTIA

DCVLP MAIN OFFICE

Our free, low-barrier, and accessible

walk-in clinics are located throughout

the District to make it easy for

domestic violence victims and

caregivers of at-risk children to speak

with a caring and experienced lawyer.



DCVLP'S DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAM

FIGHTING FOR
SURVIVORS
To help survivors achieve permanent safety, stability, and financial independence,

our lawyers represent clients in protection order, custody, child support, divorce

and domestic violence-related immigration cases. Our attorneys also advocate

for victims at their abusers' criminal hearings.



W O R K  T O  E L I M I N A T E  

B A R R I E R S  T O  A C C E S S

Located throughout the District, our free walk-in clinics are co-located

with partner organizations to provde holistic care to our clients.

OUR CLINICS

DCVLP Volunteers Henry Phillips & Erin Morgan of Gibson Dunn at our Clinic in Southwest DC

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

PROTECTION ORDER

CLINIC

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

& FAMILY LEGAL

CLINIC

Weekly clinic at

Community of Hope

in Anacostia

Weekly clinic at a church in

SW DC with DASH & 

My Sister's Place

Monthly clinic at

Children's National

Medical Center

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

& FAMILY LEGAL

CLINIC

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

& FAMILY LEGAL

CLINIC

Bi-weekly clinic at DC

Superior Court



ALISHA'S STORY

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
PROGRAM

Alisha’s abuser continued to terrorize

her. With limited resources, unstable

housing, and no family support, Alisha

often felt alone. With the guidance and

support of her DCVLP attorney and

DCVLP’s client advocate, Alisha was able

to obtain daycare vouchers for her young

son and job training and placement

services. DCVLP’s client advocate was

also able to connect Alisha with a

partner organization where she was able

to move into long term, supportive

housing. 

 

After a heavily contested trial, Alisha was

granted permanent sole physical and

legal custody of her young son, and her

abuser was granted no rights of

visitation.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DESIRE

TO HELP ME, YOUR PATIENCE

AND YOUR EXPERT CARE, HUGS,

LONG HOURS IN AND OUT OF

THE COURTROOM!

Alisha’s boyfriend violently assaulted

her twice in front of their young baby.

After the second incident, she called

the police. Her boyfriend was arrested

and Alisha went to court the next day

and filed for a Civil Protection Order.

With the help of her attorney from

DCVLP, Alisha was granted a

protection order that included custody

of her young son. Seeking to maintain

control and power over Alisha, and to

retaliate against her for the criminal

charges he was facing, her abuser

immediately filed in family court for

custody of their baby. 



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
We maintain meaningful partnerships with over 25 other local

organizations to provide holistic services to our clients.

Our attorneys and advocates connect adults & children

who are living in homes with violence and abuse to our

community partners for emotional wellness and physical

health services, substance abuse treatment, housing

assistance, or other critical needs.



DCVLP'S CHILD ADVOCACY PROGRAM

ADVOCATING
FOR CHILDREN
DC Superior Court judges appoint DCVLP volunteer attorneys as Guardians ad litem to

represent vulnerable children who are being abused or neglected, or are at risk of serious

harm from parental substance abuse, mental illness, domestic violence, or incarceration.

In 2018, we began TARGET (Teens At-Risk: Growing, Engaging, and Thriving) to

provide specialized support to volunteers working with older children and

resources for older child clients.



LETTER FROM 
DC SUPERIOR COURT

June 2019

"ON BEHALF OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK

YOU FOR YOUR WORK IN SUPPORT OF DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE VICTIMS AND AT-RISK CHILDREN IN THE

DISTRICT. . .

. . . The presence of the DCVLP attorneys gives the

children a voice in court, and provides the DC Superior

Court judges with valuable information as they make

life-changing custody and home placement decisions.

 

Unlike many other jurisdictions throughout the country,

DC Superior Court does not have any funding for

representing children as Guardians ad Litem in high

conflict custody cases. Therefore, our judges rely heavily

on the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project to represent the

best interests of these vulnerable children."



DCVLP ATTORNEYS
MANAGEMENT
Sara Tennen, Esq., MSW | Executive Director

Jackie Love-Baker, Esq. | Director of Development

Rebecca Simpson, Esq. | Legal Director

Brian Yourish | Director of Operations

Lorraine Holmes | Client Advocate

Lauren Leavell | Paralegal & Data Manager

Laura Taylor | Dev. & Communications Manager

Jennifer Watkins | Vol. & Outreach Coordinator

Suzy Ziaii | DV Program Manager

SUPPORT STAFF

Our staff of 18

annually supports a

network of 260

volunteers allowing

us to help 1,000

domestic violence

victims and at-risk

children 

MEET TEAM DCVLP
Jennie Berman, Esq.

Roxana Cannon Arsht

Law Fellow

Ashley Carter, Esq.

Equal Justice Works

Law Fellow

Linda Kauskay, Esq.

Supervising Attorney

Richard Kelley, Esq.

Supervising Attorney

Cindy Kim, Esq.

Managing Attorney

Victoria Lynch-Draper, Esq.

Managing Attorney

Lauren Snow, Esq., MSW 

Staff Attorney 

Jen Stillerman, Esq.

Supervising Attorney

Aida Vindell, Esq.

Supervising Attorney



Tell us a little about yourself: 

 

I am currently an Active duty Coast Guard attorney

stationed in Washington, DC. I am the Chief of Defense

Services or the lead defense counsel for the Coast

Guard. In this position I am responsible for all of the

Coast Guard defense counsel, the detailing of all court-

martial cases as well as administrative separations for

enlisted and officers, and policy surrounding defense

services provided to Coast Guard members.

 

How and why did you first get involved with DCVLP?

 

I first volunteered with DCVLP because I felt so far

removed from the reason I went to law school. As a law

student I wanted to help children. I was going to

graduate and go into family law practice. As law school

continued I moved away from that initial goal. I love

what I do, and the freedom I have to assist Coast Guard

members, but I never forget about my desire to help

children. DCVLP allows me to fulfill that desire. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Why do you volunteer?

 

I volunteer because I can’t imagine not giving back in

some small way.

 

What advice can you give to new volunteers?

 

Enjoy it. Enjoy the families that you meet and the children

that you assist. Learn from each encounter and remember

that different doesn’t mean wrong, it just means different.

With Shanell King

at-risk children represented

family law cases handled

protection order cases accepted

victims received assistance via our Legal Info Line

victims served at our clinics

83

102

313

315

570

BY THE
NUMBERS

2 0 1 8



Jennifer Stillerman | Volunteer Of The Year

Caleb Dulis of Ropes & Gray | Law Firm Volunteer Of The Year 

Grace Kurland & Brandon Adkins of Cleary Gottlieb | Civil Protection Orders

Isra Bhatty & Emily Apte of King & Spalding | Family Law

Robyn Swanson & Karen Zizmor | Child Advocacy

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR 

CHANGE A LIFE. BECOME A VOLUNTEER!

2

0

1

8

DCVLP provides everything volunteers need: training, in-court supervision, mentoring,

office space, an online resource l ibrary, a Client Advocate & a Volunteer Coordinator.



Magdalena Acevedo

Charrise Alexander

Jessie Altman 

Emily Apte

Adya Baker

Sara Bakker

David Barnes Jr

Andre Batson

Marina Beckhard

Isra Bhatty

Jeff Black

Swathi Bojedla

Christina Bonanni

Nanci Bramson

Hal Brewster

Alicia Cassis

Cali Cope-Kasten

Carlos Cristi

Dallas Cruz

Lina Dagnew

Jeffrey Davidson

Blair Decker

Katherine Destefano

Catherine DiSarno

Tara Dittamo

Cynthia Dorsainvil

Jim Douglas

Caleb Dulis

Amy Engstrom

Sara Falk

Amy Fiordalisi

Julia Fox

Judy Gallagher

Sheila Gardner

Laura Griffen

Christopher Hai

Andrea Hamiliton

Dale Harburg

Brandon Adkins

Argus Backsocky

Rianna Barrett

Marina Beckhard

Stephanie Bergman

Jennie Berman

Priya Bhanu

Amy Blackwood

Alex Bradshaw

Ra Shandra Caldwell

Tracey Coates

Soncia Coleman

Antonio Elias

Amelia French

Donnequa Grantham

Mary Beth Hickcox-Howard

HONORS 50+ HOURS

HIGH HONORS 100+ HOURS

Sharon Legall

Mickey Martinez

Shoshana Marvin

Peter Masciola

Bob Mathis

Tamara Miller

Will Miller

Jose Morales

Linda Rhodes

Roberta Roberts

Bishop Sakyi

Roman Semenov

Heather Shumaker

Kelly Spencer

Brendan Valentine

Ilene Weinreich

Charlene Whitman

Jordan Howlette

John Huber

Gage Javier

Vetan Kapoor

Jane Khoury

Shanell King

Soreen Lagaard

Lori Licata

Adrienne Lighten

Michelle Lockard

George Marcou

Mike Margolis

Hilary Mintz

Patricia-Joy Mpasi

Halima Nguyen

Yemisi Olusada

Lissa Percopo

Colleen Petroni

Linda Potter

Rebecca Prybell

Mai Robertson

Brian Rohal

Michelle Sagiv

Pam Sauber

Elizabeth Shah

Victoria Smith

Michaela Spero

Jen Stillerman

Ahuva Sunshine

Robyn Swanson

Shannon Taylor

Josh Toll

Jennifer Toth

Dominic Velloze

Kristin Whidby

Kelly Winship

Angela Yoo

Karen Zizmor

worth 

$31 .5  mi l l ion

Since 2008 our volunteers 

have donated

100,000

HOURS

COST TO OUR CLIENTS: $0

VOLUNTEER HOURS | 2018



Adrienne Arsht

Adrienne Arsht Performing

Arts Center

 

James R. Barker

The Interlake Steamship

Company

 

Amy Barker

Barker HR Consulting

 

Margaret Martin Barry

American University

Washington College of Law

 

Kathleen Buhle Biden

Shirley Sagawa

Sagawa/Jospin Consulting

 

Harvey Schweitzer

Schweitzer & Scherr, LLC

 

Cara Seitchek

Woodrow Wilson International

Center for Scholars

 

Rima Sirota

Georgetown University Law School

 

Marla Spindel

DC KinCare Alliance

 

Beverli Wynn-Euell

ADVISORY 
COUNCIL

Dale Harburg, Co-President 

Volunteer Attorney

 

Pam Sauber, Co-President

Volunteer Attorney

 

Trish Kelly, Treasurer

Marcum LLP

 

Jamillia Ferris, Secretary 

Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrick & Rosati LLP

Beth Brinkmann

Covington & Burling LLP

 

Tracey Coates

Paley Rothman

 

Soraya Chemaly

Author and Activist

 

Alexis Collins

Cleary Gottlieb

 

Barbara Garlock

 

Tom Hentoff

Williams & Connolly

 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Karen Barker Marcou

DCVLP Co-Founder

 

Princess McDuffie

DC CSOSA

 

Sarah Morgenthau

Nardello & Co.

 

Stephen Raptis

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP

 

Sara Tennen, Ex-Officio

DCVLP Executive Director

Cindy Chance

Georgetown University

 

Jonathan M. Dana

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

 

Melika Johnson

 

Laurie S. Kohn

George Washington University

Law School

 

Meg McKinney

Delaney McKinney LLP

 

Denielle Pemberton-Heard

Diversified Search

 

Sharis Pozen

Clifford Chance



for the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project

A M B A S S A D O R SJUNIOR BOARD

TO ME, THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK YOU CAN DO: HELP A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

SURVIVOR AND HER CHILDREN LEAVE AN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP AND GET SAFE. AS A

PRO BONO ATTORNEY, I CAN MAKE A HUGE IMPACT IN SOMEONE’S LIFE VERY QUICKLY.

 Blair Decker, DCVLP Volunteer Attorney & Junior Board Member

Jenna Stern, Chair | King & Spadling LLP

Ian Acker, Vice Chair | Buckley LLP

Halima Nguyen, Vice Chair | Winston Strawn LLP

Theodore Alexander | McDermott Will & Emery 

Adya Baker | ZwillGen PLLC

Hal Brewster | Wilkinson Walsh & Eskovitz LLP

Emily Campo | DLA Piper LLP

Crystal Canterbury | Perkins Coie LLP

Lina Dagnew | Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Moriah Daughtery | Covington

Jennifer Davison | Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

Blair Decker | Hogan Lovells  LLP

Katherine DeStefano | Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 

Allison Everhardt | Nardello & Co.

Alyssa Fiedler | Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitman LLP

Hilary Gerzhoy | Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP

Shauna Guner | Dentons US LLP

Mary Beth Hickcox-Howard | Williams & Connolly LLP

Joelle Justus | Latham & Watkins LLP

Meaghan A. Kelly | Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Mackenzie Meinhold | sPower

Lissa Percopo | Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Deepika Ravi | Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP

Tiana L. Russell | Crowell & Moring LLP

Stefan Schropp | Ropes & Gray LLP

Rebecca Simon | Nixon Peabody LLP

Shawn Skolky | Mintz

Michaela Spero | Clifford Chance

Caroline Stanton | Clearly Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

Kristin Whidby | Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP 



$100,000+

$50,000+ $20,000+
DC Office of Victim Services

Adrienne Arsht

DC Bar Foundation

Hearst Foundation

Knock Out Abuse 

Clark Winchcole Foundation

Cafritz Foundation

The Share Fund

Giving Together

NFL Foundation

O'Neill Foundation

Pfizer

 

$10,000+
Anonymous

Kaye & James Barker Barker 

Amanda Graham

Karen & George Marcou

Pam & Dick Sauber

Annette M. and Theodore N. Lerner Family Foundation, Inc.

Arnold & Porter LLP

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP

Buckley LLP

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

Dr. Sachiko Kuno

George Preston Marshall Foundation

Hilton Worldwide

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Paul Weiss

PepsiCo

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Verizon Wireless HopeLine

Williams & Connolly LLP

Corina Higginson Trust

Covington

Delaney McKinney LLP

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Kaiser Permanente

Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP

King & Spalding

Macy's

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP

Morgan Stanley

Morrison & Foerster

Nardello & Co.

Paley Rothman

Ropes & Gray LLP

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

The City Fund

Venable LLP

Viacom

Wells Fargo

Wilkinson Walsh & Eskovitz

Women's Bar Association Foundation

Melanie Aitken

Abbe Aron

Beth S. Brinkmann

Meg & Christian Clerc

Barbara & David Garlock

Dale & Stephen Harburg

Lyndon Haviland

Sally Sloan & Thomas G. Hentoff

Sophia McCrocklin & Bill A. Isaacson

Kate Margolis

Sandra & Tom McCoy

Laura & Tim O'Shaughnessy

Tara Sakraida Parker & Rich Parker

Sharis & Thorn Pozen

Deborah Harmon & Bob Seder

Alison & John Shulman

Katherine Weymouth

Mary & Jeff Zients

$5,000+

THANK YOU
TO OUR

DONORS



$1,000+

$2,500+
3M

AdvantEdge Workspaces

Apple

Arent Fox

Barker HR Consulting

BIT Transformations

Capital One

Dentons US LLP

Goulston & Storrs | Magda Lukl Fleckner

Grossberg Yochelson Fox & Beyda LLP

K&L Gates LLP

Morgan Lewis LLP

Northern Trust

Paul Weiss

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Robinson Bradshaw

Royal Bank of Canada

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

The Bernstein Companies

Whitfield Bryson & Mason LLP

Wilma Bernstein & The Honorable Stuart Bernstein

Wilmington Trust

WilmerHale LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP

American Express

Berlin Rosen, LTD.

Crowell & Moring LLP

Cuneo Gilbert & Laduca LLP

Industry Dive

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

The Rothstein Foundation, Inc.

 

Mark Barker

Susan Blaustein & Alan Berlow

Tracy & Adam Bernstein

Lisa & Josh Bernstein

Carol & John Boochever

Katherine & David Bradley

Nanci & Jim Bramson

Elizabeth & Chet Burrell

Lyn L. Cason

Tracy & Dave Child

Christina & Brooks Kraft

Nancy-Ann & Jason DeParle

Lisanne Crowley & Dwight Dickinson

Mary Boyle & EJ Dionne

Amy Nathan & Howard Fineman

Shaun Donovan & Liza Gilbert

Ann & Bobby Goldstein

Samantha & Ryan Goodwin

Lisa & Murry Gunty

Martha & John Harrington

Denielle Pemberton & Gregory Heard

Marian & Winlow Heard

 

Kim & Anthony Biagioli

Tracey Coates

Elissa & Tom Davidson 

Jamillia & Joshua Harrison

Veronica Gomez-Lobo & Thomas Fishbein

Amy & Jonathan Gleklen

Joslyn & Stephen Hills

Hilary & Robert Hoopes

Virginia Mosely & Thomas Nides

Courtney Hanna & Thomas Renkes

Jennifer & Zack Stillerman

Julia & Victor Tolkan

Sissy & Angus Yates

Anne & Scott Hefter

Victoria Jeffries

Shirley & James Johnson

Trish Kelly & John Kellenberg

Jane & Paul Khoury

Mimi & Steven Kirstein

Heather Lamberg

Jackie & Steve Love-Baker

Mina Malik

Louise & Joe Micallef

Margarita Prieto & Mark Michael

Andrea & John Murino

Dahlia Neiss

Alison & Kurt Newman

Liz & Rob Norton

Leeny & Keith Oberg

Joan Kristal & Steven Penansky

Hilary Rosen

Susan & David Rosenblum

Robert & Sheri Rosenfeld

Cindy Moelis & Robert Rivkin

Beth Salcedo

Kimberly Tilley & Peter Scher

Linda Potter & Tim Shriver

Renata Hesse & Joshua Soven

Rebecca Simpson & Joseph Testa

Elizabeth Snyder

Mariella & Michael Trager

Molly A. Elkin & Ivan Wasserman

Henry Brewster & Geoff Wetrosky

Elsa Walsh & Bob Woodward

Pandit Wright

Sissy & Angus Yates

SUPPORTERS | 2018

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR
YOUR GENEROUS

SUPPORT!



Advisory Council member Kathleen Buhle Biden with  

Representative Debbie Dingell, recipient of our

Champion of Justice Award

CLEARY GOTTLIEB | PRO BONO PARTNER OF 2019

BENEFIT | 2019

“I know what it’s like to live in a

home where someone has access

to guns who shouldn’t. I don’t want

to see somebody live with that fear

in their heart. Nobody should have

to live in fear of their life or their

safety because of domestic

violence.”

 

— Congresswoman Debbie Dingell

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE



Barker HR Consulting | Covington | Delaney McKinney LLP | Drinker, Biddle & Reath LLP | FedEx

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP | Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP | Gibson Dunn LLP | King & Spalding LLP

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP | Morgan Stanley | Nardello & Co. | Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw & Pittman LLP | Ropes & Gray LLP 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP | Sullivan & Cromwell LLP | Melanie Aitken | Anonymous | Beth S. Brinkmann

Meg & Christian Clerc | Barbara & David Garlock | Lizzie Glazer & Bill Montgomery | Dale & Stephen Harburg 

Lyndon Haviland | Sandra & Tom McCoy | Sophia McCrocklin & Bill Isaacson | Sarah Morgenthau & Carl Wessel

Sharis & Thorn Pozen | Alison & John Shulman | Katharine Weymouth | Mary & Jeff Zients

3M | AdvantEdge Workspaces | American Systems | Arent Fox LLP | Buckley LLP | Canadian Pacific | Dentons LLP

K&L Gates LLP | Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP | Royal Bank of Canada 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP | Wiley Rein LLP | WilmerHale | Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation 

Jessica Abrahams | Abbe Aron | Kathleen Buhle Biden | Susan Blaustein & Alan Berlow | Elissa & Tom Davidson

Debbie & Brad Dockser | Molly Elkin & Ivan Wasserman | Jamillia Ferris & Joshua Harrison | Ann & Bobby Goldstein

Veronica Gomez-Lobo & Tom Fishbein | Joslyn & Stephen Hills | Shelley & Allan Holt | Hilary & Robert Hoopes

Ivy & Horace Howells | Estee & Elliott Portnoy | Kiran Raj | Bennett Stichman | Jen & Zac Stillerman | Julia & Victor Tolkan

Liz & Steve Whisnant | Sissy & Angus Yates | Mei Xu

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

ADVOCATES

SUPPORTERS

GUARDIANS

Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP | Jamie & Joseph Baldinger | Tracy & Adam Bernstein | Carol & John Boochever | Mary Boyle & EJ Dionne 

Katherine & David Bradley | Hal Brewster & Geoff Wetrosky | Christina Brito | Nancy Taylor Bubes & Alan Bubes | Elizabeth & Chet Burrell

Cindy Chance & Camilio Garcia | Ana Collins | Kimberly Conliffe Stephens | Mary Dickie & Leslie Dach | Lisanne Crowley & Dwight Dickinson

Claire Dwoskin | Cleo & Michael Gewirz | Amy Goldberg & Andrew Schwartz | Courtney Hanna & Thomas Renkes | Martha & John Harrington

Amy Kaufman & Ken Weinstein | Trish Kelly & John Kellenberg | Maryanne Lavan | Elissa Leonard | Jackie & Steve Love-Baker | Kelly McMahon

Louise & Joe Micaleff | Cindy Moelis | Amy Nathan & Howard Fineman | Liz & Rob Norton | Lenny & Keith Oberg | Kristen Olson | Linda Potter & Tim Shriver

Maggie Prieto & Mark Michael | Linda Rhodes | Lynne Robinson | Susan Symons | Sara & Adam Tennen | Susan Toffler & Luiz de Toledo

Mariella & Mike Trager | Lynn Voorhees & Byron Johns Elsa Walsh & Bob Woodward | Gary Zanfagna

UNDERWRITER Knock Out Abuse

 

CHAMPION Pfizer

 

DEFENDERS

Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton LLP 

Hogan Lovells LLP | Dr. Sachiko Kuno 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrions LLP

PROTECTORS

Arnold & Porter | Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP

Four Seasons Georgetown | NFL Foundation

PepsiCo | Williams & Connolly LLP

Kaye & James Barker | Karen & George Marcou

Tara Sakraida Parker & Richard Parker

Pam & Dick Sauber



providing pro bono legal services

recruiting, training & supporting volunteer lawyers

escaping violence & establishing safe & stable homes

Domestic Violence Victims 

& At-Risk Children

1000

Active Volunteers260

Staff18
snapshot

2018

RESOURCE
ALLOCATION

Program Expenses & 

Pro Bono Hours 

93%

Management & 

Administrative Costs

7%

Learn more at www.dcvlp.org/donate/finances

every $1 donated

becomes $4 of services

http://www.dcvlp.org/donate/finances


Dear Friends of DCVLP, 

 

We want to bring you news about some

important changes in our organization. We are

delighted to announce that Sara Tennen, who

has served as Deputy Director for the past year,

will become our Executive Director effective July

1, 2019. Sara will be replacing co-founder Karen

Marcou, who has been an exemplary leader of

our organization for the past twelve years. Karen

will remain actively engaged with DCVLP as a

member of the Board of Directors.

 

Karen is making this transition after twelve years

of leading DCVLP to become one of the premier

organizations providing pro bono legal services

to survivors of domestic violence and at-risk

children in Washington, DC. She and her co-

founders recognized that a lack of malpractice

insurance and proper training and supervision

was an obstacle to many volunteer attorneys,

and they created a legal organization that

serves as a virtual law firm for attorneys

providing these crucial legal services. Under

Karen’s leadership, DCVLP has helped over

5,000 victims of domestic violence and at-risk

children and now has a roster of over 2,500

volunteers. Additionally, the program has grown

significantly to include three legal clinics

throughout the city where attorneys provide

advice to individuals who are considering their

legal options to escape difficult circumstances. 

 

LETTER FROM CO-PRESIDENTS
Sara Tennen is the perfect successor to carry on

the evolution and growth of DCVLP as its new

Executive Director. As Deputy Director, Sara has

demonstrated that she has all the necessary skills

and leadership qualities to lead DCVLP. Sara

has extensive experience in the family law and

domestic violence community: she has

prosecuted sex crimes against children with the

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office in Arizona,

privately practiced family law in Arizona and

Maryland, and has worked at DCVLP in a

supervisory capacity in each of the

organization’s practice areas. Further, Sara’s

stature in DC Family Court ensures that DCVLP

will maintain its important position as a critical

defender of the rights of victims and children in

dire circumstances. We are also grateful for

DCVLP’s incredibly talented and experienced

staff, who will support Sara through this

transition and help DCVLP to continue on its

trajectory of growth. 

 

The DCVLP Board congratulates Karen and Sara

on their accomplishments to date and looks

forward to their future contributions to our

organization. We also thank you, our many

supporters, as we enter this new era at DCVLP.

Together we will continue providing our high-

quality pro bono legal services to underserved

members of our community in desperate need. 

Warm Regards,

 

Pam Sauber & Dale Harburg
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